
 
19 October 2017 

Yesterday after the reports we delegates received gifts from each region and delegation. As a thank you 

and response, we offered our readiness to give ourselves fully during this Assembly. We placed our personal 

information leaflets within the prayer center beside the General Assembly symbols indicating our “moving into 

the deep”. This visible sign accompanied us today and was deepened with morning prayer inviting us with a song 

to gaze on Christ, to consider Christ, to imitate Christ, and to love Christ. 

Another phase of the General Chapter is beginning today. We were asked: What are the matters of great 

importance at this time? We gathered all the materials we have gotten until now including the responses from 

our sisters throughout the congregation, our Constitutions, the reports, etc. and started with personal 

discernment of what we could focus on in the future. Where do we want to spend our resources (time, energy, 

personnel, etc.) in the coming years? It is like we are given a small light pen to guide us for our next best steps. 

We do not have the pressure to enlighten the world with a bright light, but we are investing in a future that we 

might not even see. We were asked to surface three areas from many challenges that are relevant for the whole 

congregation with our reasons for choosing these areas.  

The homily of Fr. Aidan reflected on Jesus, not attacking the law but accusing the Scribes and Pharisees of 

wanting to domesticate God. God cannot be contained in human categories and legal structures. God wants to be 

God, infinite mercy and tender compassion in order to embrace and invite us to a deeper relationship with him. 

 
In the afternoon we shared our topics in international groups. In the end every group arrived with five 

common points which we shared in the plenary session.  

 
We closed with a celebration remembering the diseased sisters since the last General Assembly in 2012. 

 
We looked at their pictures, prayed psalms, sang, and placed lit candles and roses in their honour within 

our prayer center—one rose for each of the 48 sisters who died.  

 


